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Letter from GVPedia’s Founder & President 

Since creating GVPedia in 2018, our mission has been to counter disinformation and 

create pathways that enable the accurate flow of information to all who seek to prevent gun 

violence. Disinformation is a root cause of gun violence, and is why many Americans reach for a 

gun for safety, despite the overwhelming evidence that guns do not make us safer. Gun lobby 

messaging has equated guns with safety for generations, and now a majority of Americans buy 

into foundational myths about firearms.  

 

GVPedia serves as an informational nexus, and the campaign to counter the gun lobby’s 

Firehose of Falsehood requires a movement-wide response.  

 

Disinformation played a pivotal role in the 2024 election. In response, GVPedia launched 

a task force that included organizations across the gun violence prevention community to 

identify strategic weaknesses in the movement’s response to disinformation and develop 

guidelines about how to strengthen our informational architecture. We have developed this 

report based on more than a year of discussions with key contributors from several working 

groups. It lays out actionable steps that will change the narrative, counter disinformation, and 

save lives. 

 

This report should not be seen as the final word, but rather as the first line in an ongoing 

conversation. It is a template for GVP organizations to build their campaigns to counter 

disinformation and coordinate with the broader movement to enact desperately needed reforms.  

 

We deeply appreciate the wisdom and insight of those who contributed to creating this 

report. This wouldn’t have been possible without their time, their commitment, and their 

dedication to this work.  

 

Informational Architecture Context 

A key finding that emerged from the year of conversations was the importance of treating 

the threat of disinformation not merely as messaging, but instead as a coordinated attack on the 

informational supply chain. This supply chain has the following nodes through which 

information flows and is transformed by: 

●​ Data processing: Where data is collected, such as by the CDC and the Gun Violence 

Archive 

●​ Knowledge production: Academic studies and statistical reports that analyze collected 

data 

●​ Synthesis: Literature reviews and meta-analyses 

●​ Translation: Analyses of the most important research findings and the implications for 

advocacy efforts  

●​ Distribution: Advocacy organizations educating their followers and the media   

●​ Action: Advocates using information to inform policy goals and campaigns 

●​ Feedback: Donors determining what research and campaigns have produced measurable 

progress, and funding those areas of study 

 

Each of these nodes is essential for the accurate flow of information that can produce 

life-saving policies and programs, and each of those nodes is under direct threat from the gun 

lobby’s Firehose of Falsehood campaign. The gun lobby is seeking to disrupt data collection, 

impugn knowledge production, undermine synthesis and translation efforts, and overwhelm 

distribution and action efforts by flooding the zone with inaccurate information and 

manufactured statistics.  
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The actions recommended in this report apply to all of these nodes and, when 

implemented, will protect, strengthen, and expand the informational architecture.  

 

As always, thank you all for working alongside us to make our communities safer. We 

couldn’t do it without you. 

 

 

Sincerely, 
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Introduction 

 

In response to the growing influence of disinformation surrounding gun violence and 

gun policy, GVPedia convened a series of strategic working group discussions over the past year, 

bringing together survivors, researchers, advocates, and policy experts across the gun violence 

prevention (GVP) movement. 

 

These meetings focused on five major strategic themes: 

 

The Impact of the Second Amendment 

 

The Myth that Guns Make Us Safer 

 

The Need for a Bold Long-Term Strategy 

 

Collaborative Efforts to Advance Gun Violence Prevention 

 

The Bridge Between Advocates and Academics 

 

Our goal was to understand the history and context that led us to this moment, identify 

key challenges, and propose possible solutions. During our meetings, participants examined the 

structural, cultural, and communication challenges facing the movement today. Conversations 

explored how misinformation spreads, why evidence-based research often fails to reach the 

public, and how failure to collaborate within the gun violence prevention movement can weaken 

collective impact. The discussions also considered how historical narratives, media 

relationships, academic structures, and the political landscape shape the national conversation 

around guns. 

 

Many insights overlap across these themes, reflecting the nature of messaging, research, 

policy, and culture. For clarity, recommendations have been grouped where they best fit, though 

many solutions require collaboration and interconnected approaches. 

 

This report is not intended to be exhaustive. Rather, it represents a body of ideas, 

concerns, and recommendations generated during the working group discussions. Its purpose is 

to identify key challenges, highlight strategic opportunities, and outline actionable directions for 

strengthening the gun violence prevention movement’s response to disinformation. 

 

At the end of the day, there isn’t one single fix to countering disinformation around gun 

violence – and this report doesn’t pretend there is. In fact, this report and its recommendations 

encourage collective response and shared responsibility for the many actions that will save lives. 

Our hope is that the organizations within the movement will identify an action recommended in 

this report, take it on, make it their own, and bring it to life. If each organization takes 

ownership of just one action identified here today, we will see an entirely different landscape in 

a short time. 
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What this report does is make clear that we have real opportunities to do better: to 

communicate more clearly, to work together more intentionally, and to connect research, policy, 

and lived experience in ways that actually resonate. If we’re willing to be more coordinated, 

more honest about our gaps, and more ambitious in our approach, we can start to reclaim the 

narrative and strengthen the movement’s ability to drive meaningful, life-saving change. 
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The Impact of the Second Amendment 

The Problem: 

●​ The Second Amendment was originally written in the context of state militias, but 

decades of NRA-funded scholarship reframed it as protecting individual gun ownership 

rights.​
 

●​ Landmark Supreme Court cases such as Heller (2008), Bruen (2022), and Rahimi 

(2023) have further expanded this individual-rights interpretation, leading to confusion 

and inconsistency in lower-court rulings.​
 

●​ Public misunderstanding of the Second Amendment is widespread, driven by 

disinformation from the gun lobby that equates any regulation with unconstitutionality.​
 

●​ Gun violence prevention advocates often struggle to communicate accurate legal and 

historical information in ways that resonate with the public.​
 

Recommended Solutions: 

1.​ Reclaim the narrative by returning to the historical intent of the Second Amendment — 

emphasizing collective responsibility over individual entitlement.​
 

2.​ Frame gun ownership as a cultural, social, and safety issue, rather than a constitutional 

one.​
 

3.​ Translate complex legal developments (court rulings, regulatory changes) into clear, 

accessible public information.​
 

4.​ Use faith-based, community, and public health messaging to challenge pro-gun 

interpretations.​
 

Actionable Items: 

​Second Amendment education series: Develop a Second Amendment education 

series explaining the historical and legal evolution of gun rights.​
 

​Public digest or newsletter: Launch a public digest or newsletter summarizing major 

court rulings and how they impact gun laws, mirroring NRA-style communications.​
 

​Media toolkits: Create media toolkits to help journalists and advocates accurately 

frame Second Amendment discussions.​
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​Legal scholars and community advocates: Promote partnerships to disseminate 

accessible information on constitutional interpretation.​
 

​Stigma-based messaging: Explore stigma-based messaging that challenges the 

normalization of gun ownership while supporting responsible behavior.​
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The Myth that Guns Make Us Safer 

The Problem: 

●​ A persistent myth in the American narrative claims that owning a gun increases personal 

safety, which is a belief reinforced by fear-based marketing and political rhetoric.​
 

●​ Research consistently shows that gun ownership correlates with higher rates of 

homicide, suicide, and accidental shootings, yet these facts are overshadowed by 

emotional narratives.​
 

●​ The GVP movement faces communication challenges: internal disagreements on tone, 

concerns about alienating gun owners, and difficulty countering well-funded 

disinformation.​
 

●​ Social and economic insecurity — poverty, racism, distrust in government — drives gun 

purchasing behavior more than crime statistics.​
 

Recommended Solutions:  

1.​ Create a public health campaign: Approach messaging as a public health initiative, 

similar to anti-smoking or drunk-driving efforts.​
 

2.​ Cohesive messaging: Pair emotional storytelling from survivors and community 

leaders with credible research and relatable statistics.​
 

3.​ Community safety: Promote community safety and social cohesion as real sources of 

security, not firearms.​
 

4.​ Trusted messengers: Engage trusted messengers — including veterans, healthcare 

professionals, and faith leaders — to challenge the “good guy with a gun” narrative.​
 

5.​ Focus on the costs: Highlight the economic and social costs of gun violence to 

businesses and communities.​
 

Actionable Items: 

​  State-specific communication strategies: Create state-specific communication 

strategies that emphasize local data and cultural values.​
 

​Training materials: Develop training materials for advocates that provide useful tools 

and talking points to address misinformation in conversations and public forums.​
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​Community-based campaigns: Launch campaigns that promote social connection 

and conflict resolution as alternatives to armed defense.​
 

​ Create partnerships: Partner with businesses and public health agencies to spread 

messaging about the real costs of gun violence. 
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A Bold Long-Term Strategy for Gun Violence Prevention 

The Problem: 

●​ The GVP movement is fragmented and often reactive, focusing on incremental legislative 

battles rather than shaping cultural norms.​
 

●​ Many advocacy groups appease gun owners or avoid strong language (“gun control”) to 

gain bipartisan support, diluting their impact.​
 

●​ Disinformation and political apathy allow the gun lobby to maintain dominance in 

defining “freedom” and “safety.”​
 

●​ There’s limited coordination between researchers, communicators, and community 

advocates.​
 

Recommended Solutions:  

1.​ Build a strategy: Build a comprehensive, multi-decade strategy that integrates 

research, policy, education, and culture change.​
 

2.​ Don’t be afraid to take a bold stance: Adopt an unapologetically bold stance that 

centers public safety and accountability over fear of political backlash.​
 

3.​ Promote principles: Raise standards for gun laws by adopting proven models such as 

the Denver Accord and advancing uniform national standards.​
 

4.​ Make data usable: Prioritize data translation — turning academic research into tools 

for media, educators, and policymakers.​
 

5.​ Look to the youth: Engage youth, particularly Gen Z, whose views on hunting and gun 

culture are shifting, as future leaders of cultural change.​
 

Actionable Items: 

​National disinformation counter-strategy: Develop a national disinformation 

counter-strategy that includes pocket guides and social media toolkits.​
 

​Educational packets for journalists: Create educational packets for people who 

influence public opinion, such as journalists and public officials, that explain key policies 

like PLCAA, safe storage, and industry accountability.​
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​ Healthcare partnerships: Partner with healthcare providers, emergency rooms, and 

pediatricians to distribute gun locks and promote safe storage.​
 

​Messaging studies: Conduct message testing studies to determine which narratives 

most effectively change minds.​
 

​Coalition-building: Launch initiatives to connect national gun violence prevention 

organizations and state coalitions on shared messaging standards. 

​Expand campaigns: Continue expanding campaigns like “Think, Check, Lock” and 

“It’s Your Call” that frame gun safety as protecting loved ones rather than limiting rights. 

​Messaging case studies: Analyze historical campaigns (anti-tobacco, drunk driving, 

civil rights organizing) to extract transferable communication strategies.​
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Collaborative Efforts to Advance Gun Violence Prevention 

The Problem: 

●​ The GVP movement remains fragmented across research institutions, advocacy 

organizations, survivor networks, and grassroots coalitions, with limited coordination 

around shared messaging and long-term goals. 

●​ Professionalization within large organizations has raised concerns about mission drift, 

donor-driven messaging, and initiatives that replicate existing programs without 

strategic alignment. As organizations grow, messaging can become diluted or overly 

cautious. 

●​ Academic research remains critical for policy development, but is often inaccessible to 

advocates or poorly translated for public audiences. 

●​ The movement struggles to engage media proactively before incidents occur and often 

remains reactive. 

●​ There are incremental legislative wins that may actually weaken future reform, and 

insufficient transparency with supporters about what laws do — and do not — 

accomplish. 

●​ There is no universally articulated long-term vision guiding partnerships across the 

movement, leading to episodic collaboration rather than coordinated cultural change. 

●​ Media narratives, racial bias, and repeated propaganda reinforce fear-based crime 

myths, making disinformation psychologically durable even when contradicted by lived 

experience. 

●​ Grassroots networks perceive national gun violence prevention organizations as 

insufficiently aggressive or strategic in countering disinformation, contributing to 

frustration within grassroots networks. 

Recommended Solutions: 

1.​ Long-term vision: Develop a clear, shared long-term vision that aligns researchers, 

advocates, survivor networks, and funders around cultural transformation — not just 

incremental policy wins. 

2.​ Focus on research translation: Strengthen the bridge between academics and 

advocates by prioritizing research translation — turning peer-reviewed findings into 

usable messaging tools, legislative briefs, and media-ready materials. 

3.​ Work together on messaging standards: Coordinate messaging standards across 

organizations to reduce duplication, avoid contradictory framing, and maintain integrity 

with supporters. 
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4.​ Strength through communication: Encourage more transparent, bolder 

communication standards across major organizations to strengthen movement cohesion. 

5.​ Follow organizing strategies: Invest in community-based organizing that reaches 

people in shared civic spaces, rather than relying solely on digital platforms. 

Actionable Items: 

 
​External relationships: Engage proactively with media and legislative staff before 

crises occur to build trust and position the movement as a credible, consistent source of 

information. 

​Movement amplification: Coordinate with larger GVP audiences (such as existing 

national calls) and networks to present findings and elevate discussions of the shared 

strategy. 

​Messaging evaluation: Conduct a movement-wide internal review of storytelling, 

statistical use, and audience targeting to determine which combinations are most 

effective in legislative, media, and grassroots settings. 

​Disinformation mapping project: Identify recurring myths about gun violence and 

develop preemptive counter-messaging toolkits. 

​Community engagement pilots: Test grassroots outreach in shared civic spaces 

(schools, faith communities, local businesses) to evaluate message penetration beyond 

social media. 
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The Bridge Between Advocates and Academics 

The Problem: 

●​ Disinformation about gun violence spreads faster and more effectively than corrective 

academic research, creating a persistent gap between evidence and public belief. 

●​ Academic publishing structures — including long timelines, paywalls, and tenure 

incentives — can limit access to research for activists, journalists, and smaller 

organizations working in gun violence prevention. 

●​ There is no formalized pipeline translating academic findings into accessible summaries 

and messaging tools for advocates. 

●​ Academics are often willing to share research, but producing public-facing materials 

requires unpaid labor that is undervalued within university systems. 

●​ Survivors and impacted communities are frequently referenced in research but are not 

always meaningfully integrated into research design. 

●​ Activists struggle to present data in ways that counter disinformation without alienating 

persuadable audiences, particularly gun owners. 

Recommended Solutions: 

1.​ Create a pipeline: Establish a structured academic-to-advocate pipeline that 

prioritizes the rapid translation of research into accessible formats, including briefs, 

infographics, and talking points. 

2.​ Identify partnerships: Develop cross-disciplinary partnerships — law, sociology, 

public health, communications, and the humanities — to strengthen messaging strategies 

and cultural analysis. 

3.​ Look to advocates on research guidance: Identify priority research needs from 

advocates first, allowing academics to align their translation efforts with real-time 

movement demands. 

4.​ Focus on strategy: Study disinformation strategically, including how fear narratives 

operate psychologically and how shame, identity, and masculinity influence the 

persistence of beliefs. 

Actionable Items: 

​Research access guide: Develop and distribute a guide for advocates on accessing 

academic research (library requests, ResearchGate, author outreach). 
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​Rapid translation team: Form a volunteer or funded working group to convert key 

studies into 1–2 page public briefs. 

​Priority research list: Compile a shared list of high-need research topics (e.g., 

firearm-related lead exposure, ERPO effectiveness, crime perception gaps) for academic 

collaboration. 
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The Way Forward 

The fight against gun violence requires a shift from exclusively short-term legislative 

wins to long-term cultural transformation. By returning to the original meaning of the Second 

Amendment, dismantling the myth of guns as safety tools, investing in a coordinated, bold 

prevention strategy, strengthening collaboration within the movement, and building a bridge 

between advocates and academics, we can create a sustainable movement that saves lives and 

reshapes America’s relationship with firearms. 

But getting there means being honest about where we are falling short. We cannot afford 

to keep operating in silos, speaking past one another, or relying on strategies that don’t translate 

beyond our own circles. If we want to shift culture, we have to meet people where they are – 

clearly, consistently, and in ways that resonate. That means prioritizing collaboration over 

competition, making research usable, and treating communication as a core strategy rather than 

an afterthought. 

This moment calls for a more coordinated, more disciplined, and more ambitious 

approach. The opportunity in front of us is real, but it requires follow-through. If we can align 

around shared goals, invest in long-term change, and commit to showing up as a unified 

movement, we can begin to close the gap between what we know and what the public believes.  

Through collaborative efforts, intentionality, and referring to guides such as this one, we 

will move closer to building a future where fewer lives are lost and fewer communities are left to 

carry the weight of preventable violence. 
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